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IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 

8/27 Visitation Day for ALL grades 

 12pm-1pm OR 6pm-7pm 

 Bring back 30 Club Tickets 

9/3 Welcome Back Students 

 JK - Gr.6 

9/3 Pre-K Orientation  -  1:30pm 

9/7 Opening Day for Pre-K 

9/8  PTC Meeting  - 7:15pm 

9/13 Morning Prayer  

 8:45am 6th Grade Leads 

9/17 No School - Staff Day 

9/20-24 TCS Wellness Week 

9/20 Morning Prayer  

 8:45am 5th Grade Leads 

9/22 Eat Well Wednesday 

9/23 $1 Jean Day for  

 Massena Meals on Wheels 

 Curriculum Night 6:30pm-8pm 

 Fall Fundraiser Begins 

9/24          Get Fit Friday - athletic wear               

 Opening Noon Mass 

 12:05pm Lead by 6th grade 

9/27          Morning Prayer -  

 8:45am 4th Grade Leads 

 

  

                LOOKING AHEAD 
 

10/11 NO SCHOOL, Columbus Day 

10/15 Picture Day - TBA 

10/18 Book Fair Week 

10/23 PTC Halloween Party TBA 

10/28 Share the Wisdom Day,  

 1/2 Day Dismissal  

10/29 Halloween Prayer Service and 

 Parties 

 

 

 
               

Massena, New York Tribute 

A note from Mrs. Giroux about this year’s theme: 

Behold! New Life Has Begun.  
 

   A statement and a plea borne out of a global pandemic.  Last summer 

when the faculty was preparing for the 2020 school year, we realized it 

was going to be unprecedented and unpredictable.  There was a palpa-

ble feeling of uncertainty and fear.  How were we going to teach our 

beautiful students in a world where there is no sharing, 6 ft distancing, 

and no mingling with other classes; our littlest students sitting on the 

floor all day in a taped off “island”? 
 

   This is not what teaching is all about.  The bigger question we found 

ourselves addressing was “why?”  What could God possibly be think-

ing?  How could He allow this to happen to His children?  We took a 

moment to sit back and reflect on times that were very difficult in our 

lives when we wondered about God’s presence.  During our difficult 

times we didn’t realize it but God was there through our struggles and 

saw us through to the other side. If only we could learn to trust our  

creator!  We came to the conclusion that some day we will find the rea-

son for this struggle.  There must be a lesson to be learned. Fr. Mark  

reminded us that we are here at this place in time for a reason.  God 

must have known that we could manage this struggle and learn from it. 
   

     So for this coming year, I will praise God for the opportunity to learn 

and appreciate the “New Life” that will inevitably follow. Please Lord, 

keep me humble and aware of Your presence in my life.  Behold! 

 

 



 

 

VISITING the SCHOOL 

This year, due to the current COVID recommendations, we are requiring ALL 

visitors coming into the building wear a mask, regardless of vaccination 

status. Please report to the office, sign in and retrieve a Visitors’ Pass. It is 

important that we know who is in the building.  It is also important that clas-

ses are not unnecessarily disturbed. If you wish to speak with a teacher, 

please make an appointment to ensure uninterrupted time. Teachers are not 

free to meet after 8:15 in the morning. Although classes do not begin until 

8:40, teachers are busy tending to the children’s individual needs at this time. 

If you need to see Mrs. Giroux, an appointment will guarantee you her availa-

bility and undivided attention.  Morning prayer begins at 8:40 and as a school 

community we wish to model the importance of prayer for the children. This 

means Mrs. Giroux will not be available from 8:35-9:00 AM. 
 

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL 

Students who walk to school or who are dropped off by parents should not 

arrive before 8:15 AM.  Since there is not classroom supervision until 8:15 

AM, students who arrive before 8:15 AM must go to the cafeteria for the Be-

fore School Program.  Students being dropped off by parents between 8:00 

and 8:15 AM will be charged $1.00 per day.  Students being dropped off pri-

or to 8:00 AM will be charged the usual fee of $3.00. The traffic pattern for 

drop off and pic ups will look as follows: 
 

If your child is in PreK3 or PreK4: Parents will escort their children into the 

building.  Please park behind Sacred Heart Church and walk under the 

breezeway into one of the doors.  Teachers will explain the sign in proce-

dures.  After a week or so, parents will be asked to just drop off their children 

following last year’s traffic pattern, using the back driveway off Highland Park, 

drive up the hill and make a loop around by the PreK door.  A teacher will be 

there to meet your child and make sure they get to the correct classroom.  
 

If your child is in grades JK through 6: Students can arrive at either the 

front door or the cafeteria door and walk to their classrooms.  We will follow 

the same traffic patterns as last year - either drive in by the old convent on 

Main St., or through the back parking lot to the cafeteria doors.  
 

Dismissal: Prek3 and PreK4 will be dismissed at 11am or 2:45, and will be 

escorted up to the front entrance to be dismissed to a parent or guardian. 

Walkers will be dismissed at 2:50.  Parents can pick up their students at the 

front door (same traffic pattern as the morning drop off), or park on Highland 

Park and students will be escorted out the back door to the street. If a parent 

does not pick up their child by 3:10 PM the child will be sent to the after care 

program and can be picked up there. After care students are picked up either 

at the back playground or in the dining hall. (No need to text Ms. Saucier this 

year)  Busers will be dismissed at 2:55 to the cafeteria. It is highly recom-

mended that parents provide transportation to and from school if they 

can. Bussing and mixing of children is still not a good idea.   

Hi!  My name is Miss Marianne  

Augenstein and I am the new 5th grade 

teacher at Trinity. I’ll be focusing on math 

and science with the 5th and 6th graders. 

I first came to the North Country to  

complete my B.A. in Elementary Education 

& English and my M.S. in Reading at 

SUNY Potsdam. I stayed because I loved 

the area! I spent 16 years teaching 5th 

and 6th graders at St. Mary’s School in 

Canton. I’m an active member of New 

Hope Community Church in Potsdam, 

where I lead a dance ministry and serve as 

a deacon.  In my spare time I enjoy  

volunteering at Camp Aldersgate & 

Casowasco, knitting, hiking, playing music 

and reading.  I am excited to be a part of 

the Trinity family!   

WELCOME  

Ms. 

Augenstein 



 

CURRICULUM NIGHT 

Thursday, September 23, will be Curriculum Night at Trinity.  As of now, 

this will be an in-person event., masks will be worn and social distancing 

will be observed where practicable.. We will begin with a meeting in the 

cafeteria at 6:30 PM followed by 3 sessions scheduled for you to visit your 

children’s classrooms.  Our teachers will be explaining their classroom pro-

cedures and objectives for their students’ instruction.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity for parents to learn more about what their children will be 

learning throughout the year.  It should be noted that Curriculum Night is 

not an evening for parents to conference with teachers about their child’s 

progress.  The evening is designed to strengthen the partnerships between 

parents and teachers, which will enable us to guarantee each student’s 

success.  
 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 

Unfortunately, the times we live in are requiring all of us to be more vigi-

lant when it comes to protecting our children.  The Diocese takes this re-

sponsibility very seriously and has a Code of Pastoral Conduct.  This Code 

applies to all employees and volunteers, including, but not limited to, 

room parents, those helping with school parties or driving for field trips.  

Part of this Code is a required background check and Virtus Training for all 

parties who volunteer/work in our school.  IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

TAKING A VIRTUS TRAINING, PLEASE CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE ASAP, 

so we can schedule a class at Trinity.  In addition, please pick up a re-

lease form in the office if you wish to volunteer.  If you do not sign it, you 

will not be able to volunteer in the school.  If you have questions or con-

cerns about these policies, please feel free to contact Mrs. Giroux.  Thank 

you for your cooperation.    

 

CAFÉ TRINITY 

We are pleased to begin offering breakfast this year, in addition to the 

delicious lunches our cafeteria staff already provide. Breakfast will be of-

fered from 7:30am until 8:30am each morning. A breakfast menu will be 

announced soon! 

And, thanks to federal funding, ALL school breakfasts and lunches will be 

free for students for the 2021-2022 school year! We will still participate in 

the Federal School Lunch Program and the Free and Reduced Price Lunch 

Program. It is very important that the yearly application be filled out, de-

spite there being no cost for lunch this year. Applications for this program 

are sent to each family before the start of the school year and are also 

available in the school office throughout the year. Lunch menus are posted 

on our website and our Facebook page at the beginning of each month. 

Mrs. Butchino has been very busy planning new menu items for our chil-

dren’s tasting pleasure.  We can look forward to another year filled with 

delicious and nutritious meals. 

 

 

WELCOME  

Miss 

O’Neill 

Hi, I'm McKenna O'Neill, and I'm the 

new art teacher! I have deep roots in 

the Catholic faith and in Trinity  

Catholic School, which I attended as a 

child. Since graduating, I have loved 

working with children and helping 

them to grow. I love creating art and 

studying art history, especially Sacred 

Art. I am excited to share my faith 

and to foster a love of art, and a cre-

ative spirit in our students!  



 SCHOOL DRESS CODE 

The school dress code is printed in its entirety on our yearly 

school calendar, (April) but here is a snapshot of that code to 

keep in mind when shopping for clothes. 

•   No Cargo Pants. 

•   Leggings may be worn under skirts or shirts long enough 

to cover their bottom. 

•   Skirts should reach as long as the end of fingertips. 

•   Girls’ shirts or dresses may be sleeveless in warm weather, 

but tank tops and spaghetti straps are not permitted. 

• Shirts should be, blouses, button down dress shirts,  polo 

shirts, turtlenecks, cardigans or pullover sweaters.   
 

•   Only appropriate writing and/or pictures on any shirts. 

 

JEAN DAY 

Did you know that JEAN DAY, perhaps the most exciting day of 

each month, occurs the last Friday of every month? In addition to  

jeans, you may also wear TCS logo wear, or athletic wear. or  

Please note: occasionally we ask for a donation to wear jeans, as 

a way to donate to worthy causes.   
 

 MONDAY MORNING PRAYER SERVICE 

Monday morning Prayer Service begins at 8:45 AM each Monday 

and lasts about 15 minutes. Students who have birthdays during 

the week are wished Happy Birthday by the school community; 

students are recognized as “Disciples in Action” for their efforts in 

following our theme and virtues. You are invited to join us for 

this. Masks will be required. 

 

CHANGES IN ROUTINE 

To ensure your child’s safety, we ask that you call the office for 

any changes in your child’s routine. - i.e. dismissal or early pick 

up, or if you need to speak to a teacher. Emails may be missed if 

the teacher doesn’t have time to check their messages or if they 

are not there that day. 

 

Reminder from the Fundraising Committee 

You should have already received your 30 club tickets to sell. 

Please return them on Visitation Day or ASAP, as the first drawing 

happens on the first day of school! 

 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER CARE 

We are so glad we can offer before and after care 

as a child care option for our families.  The cost 

for this service is $3.00 per student/hour.  If you 

do not sign up for the program on a regular basis, 

you may still use it in an emergency.  In such an 

instance, we ask that you call the office, so that 

Ms. Saucier and your child may be notified.  You 

will also need to leave the name of the person 

who is authorized to pick your child up if it is 

someone other than yourself. Our before care 

program begins at 7:00 AM in the cafeteria. Stu-

dents can be dropped off at the cafeteria doors.  

At 8:15 AM, students will be dismissed to their 

classrooms, one group at a time and 6 feet apart. 

After care will begin at 3:00 PM and run until 5:30 

PM.  If students are outside enjoying a fresh air 

break, you may certainly pick up your child from 

outside.  Students will be kept in their cohort 

groups while at the before care and after care 

program. 

 

WHAT’S AN “OLDEST AND ONLY?” 

You may have noticed that sometimes we only 

send things home with your oldest or only child.  

This is another way we are “going green.”  If we 

have sent home only one paper, you can feel con-

fident that that one sheet applies to all of your 

children. 

HALLWAY 

Our hallways are wide enough to allow students to 

travel in either direction.  There are arrows  

indicating which direction students should be  

traveling, along with the Trinity symbol to ensure 

social distancing.  



 

PARENT TEACHER CONNECTION - PTC 

 Welcome to Trinity Catholic’s PTC - Parent Teacher Connection: the best way to become an active and involved 

member in your child's school experience and build their pathway to success! The PTC is dedicated to fostering an unfor-

gettable adventure this 2021-22 school year, filled with memories that will last a lifetime! Although the PTC has had to 

adapt to some unprecedented challenges in the 2020-21 year, we are determined here at Trinity Catholic to make sure our 

students will have the most enjoyable time with plenty of safe fun during the 2021-2022 year. We will be planning 

many  exciting events and activities that encourage creativity and positivity, while ensuring to build amazing family and 

school connections that add to the ultimate academic successes of our children. Trinity Families, after a rough year and 

some, we deserve a fresh and bright start for this approaching academic year so please help us make that happen! 

In order to make this possible, as in past years, we will need each and every one of you to join the PTC in any way, big or 

small, that you are able. Parents, grandparents, family members, and friends of Trinity, join us to help make this year the 

best year yet for our students! 

 Here at Trinity Catholic, we are a family, and we hope to have each family participate in some aspect of the PTC, 

whether it be by volunteering your time for a certain event, joining the committee and sharing your ideas, helping during 

fundraising, or assisting with any of the activities and entertainment we plan to bring to fruition this year. Parents, you can 

help your children, by joining the Trinity PTC in our monthly meetings, which tentatively will be planned for the second 

Wednesday of each month; in person, socially distanced and with masks, (may change to zoom if need be), and by follow-

ing our Facebook page Trinity Catholic PTC for updates/events/planning.  We ask for your assistance initially to help us 

run some of our students’ favorite and biggest events of the year, such as the Halloween party, Play days, and the Bike ral-

ly. Without your support, we can’t make these special moments happen. 

 In an effort to ensure each and every family member is a part of the PTC in some way, we encourage you to 

sign up for at least two volunteer participation sessions ( it can be an event and/or fundraising help), and attend at least 

two meetings throughout the year to help with the committee's planning and idea sharing. By doing so, you can earn $50 

dollars towards your family’s yearly fundraising total! Yes, isn’t that incredible! Come and join the fun, meet other amazing 

Trinity family members, build connections and friendships, and make your child's school year one of the best yet! 

Our first meeting will be held Wednesday, September 8 at 7:15 PM in the Cafeteria to discuss what events the PTC is 

brainstorming for the year ahead. Our first big event, the TCS Halloween Party, is being held on October 23, and is quickly 

approaching. As you may know, this party is one of the children’s (and parents’ ) favorite events,  but it takes A LOT of 

work to organize the fun! We're looking for a chair and committee to plan the Halloween party (held in the dining hall), 

and also a committee to help with the famed “Haunted Hallway.” If you're interested, please contact our PTC Co- Presi-

dents, Marra Tremblay and/or Amanda Ross by phone, email, or facebook. Sadly, if we don't have enough volunteer sup-

port for these committees by the end of September, we will not be able to hold the events. 

 The next FALL fundraiser (the yummy cookie dough) will also begin soon thereafter, around curriculum night; 

this fundraiser typically running for about two weeks so that orders are in and delivered prior to the Thanksgiving break. 

Fundraisers that will start at the beginning of the school year and run throughout the year will be box tops, penny wars, 

and our bottle/can drive with the NEW option to drop your bottles/cans off at Trinity on the last Friday of the month, in 

the sponsored Trinity trailer placed in the parking lot. How easy is that? Drop your child off, as well as your month's collec-

tion of bottles/cans -a one stop shop! More details to come with regards to the above year long fundraisers, that are FUN, 

for the students! 

Please feel free to email the PTC at ptc@trinitycatholicschool.net or to call Marra Tremblay (315-250-7801), or Amanda Ross 

(906-203-7464) - PTC Co-Presidents, and the PTC committee who are dedicated to making this a wonderful year for  

everyone!  

mailto:ptc@trinitycatholicschool.net


Achieving Excellence 

• We respond to challenges and pur-

sue continuous improvement. 

• We nurture a love of learning that 

will last a lifetime. 

• We strive for academic growth in 

all  subject areas. 

Accepting Responsibility 

• We lead through example and are 

accountable for our actions. 

• We believe and promote our Cath-

olic values. 

• We affirm good judgment and 

trustworthy behavior. 

OUR MISSION 

Mission Statement 

Trinity Catholic School, in the spirit of the Holy Trinity for which it is named, 

is a learning community rooted in the teachings of the Catholic Church.  

We exist to provide a Christ-centered academic environment that nurtures 

educational excellence and the spiritual growth of all of our  

students. 

Living the Faith 

• We have a deep love for God and neighbor.   

• We believe the Holy Spirit inspires all that we do. 

Promoting Teamwork 

• We communicate honestly, openly and consistently.  

• We work together to achieve common goals with all 

members of our school and parish community. 

Inspiring Leadership 

• We prepare students for leadership and service in 

church and society. 

• We celebrate integrity and seek fair choices. 

• We honor Trinity Catholic School’s tradition of: 

-   Instilling love of God and neighbor. 

-   Giving respect and dignity to others. 

-   Nurturing the growth of the well-rounded child. 



SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

In an effort to be more “green,”  we stopped sending the monthly newsletter and monthly calendar home with students sev-

eral years ago. Both can be found each month on our website at TrinityCatholicSchool.net.  “Like” us on FaceBook or In-

stagram and you will be notified each month when the information is available online, in addition to seeing frequently post-

ed pictures of your students.   Please make sure to check the website monthly, since this is how we communicate important 

events that will be happening in our school.  If your family would like a hard copy of the newsletter, menu and calendar, 

beginning in October please return the  slip below to school by Monday, September 13, and we will send it home with 

your oldest or only child. 

Please return this slip to school by Monday, September 13. 

 

Please send us a hard copy of the Trinity newsletter, calendar and menu each month! 
 

Family: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Oldest Student’s Teacher:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL HANDBOOK and CALENDAR 

We would like to thank all the businesses who sponsored our 2020-202 Calendar/Parent Handbook and helped offset the 

cost of printing it.  Thank you also to Stubbs Printing for their help in publishing this. Along with posting important school 

events, this publication contains Trinity Catholic’s mission, philosophy and school policies.  The handbook is updated each 

year to include any new policies and new listings of faculty and staff.   We ask you to read over the handbook carefully; 

then sign and return the slip below saying you read it by Monday September 13th.  This will ensure a positive partner-

ship between home and school. Our calendar/handbook does not reflect some changes in policy necessary for the current 

COVID regulations and restrictions. Please refer to subsequent communications with updates and changes as the school 

year progresses. 

 

Please return this slip to school by Monday, September 13. 

 

I have reviewed the Trinity Catholic Parent/Student Handbook and agree to abide by all of its content. Our calendar/

handbook does not reflect some changes in policy necessary for the current COVID regulations and restrictions. Please refer 

to subsequent communications with updates and changes as the school year progresses. 
 

Child(ren)’s name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent Name:  ___________________________________________________________________ Date:  __________________________________________ 
 

Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


