
 

Go Make a Difference (Go MAD) 

We are excited about our theme this year  —   Go Make a Difference  —   or 

for short, Go MAD.  With this year’s theme, we will focus on social and 

emotional traits that make us all better people.  A committee made up of 

several 5th and 6th grade students will introduce monthly characters who 

exemplify these special traits, with “Empathetic Emily” being our first   

character in September.  Students will be able to look for “stars” posted 

around the school, which will give them ideas on how they can make a 

difference in their school, community and world.  Finally, they will learn 

about the poem that inspired this year’s theme, which you can read here: 
 

“A little boy walked carefully 

 along a crowded beach, 

where starfish by the hundreds 

 lay within his reach.  

They washed up with each rippling wave  

as far as the eye could see,  

and each starfish was sure to die 

if they were not sent back to the sea.    

So one by one, he rescued them,  

then heard a stranger call,  

“It won’t make a difference… 

for you cannot save them all.”   

But, as he tossed yet another one  

back toward the ocean’s setting sun,  

he answered with compassion, 

“I made a difference for that one.” 

 
 

 

  
 

 

September 2018 

Trinity Catholic  

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

9/4 Welcome Back Students 

 JK — Gr.6 

9/7 Pre-K Orientation 

 9:00 — 10:00 am 

9/10 Opening Day for Pre-K 

9/11 PTC Mtg. @ 7 PM, Library 

9/14 Opening Mass @ Noon 

 6th Grade Leads 

9/17-21 TCS Wellness Week 

9/17 Morning Prayer - 8:45 

 Miss Brush’s 5th Grade Leads 

9/18 Eat Well Wednesday 

9/21        Noon Mass 

 Get Fit Friday 

9/24 Morning Prayer - 8:45 

 Mrs. Ilisco’s 5th Grade Leads 

9/27 Curriculum Night, 6:30 PM  

 Fall Fundraiser Begins 

9/28 Jean Day 

 Noon Mass 

  LOOKING AHEAD 

10/3 Picture Day 

10/5 Early Dismissal — Staff Day 

10/8 NO SCHOOL, Columbus Day 

10/15-18  Book Fair Week 

10/17 Share the Wisdom Day,  

 1/2 Day 

10/19 NO SCHOOL,  

 Superintendent’s Day 

10/27 PTC Halloween Party  
                

   

Massena, New York Tribute 



THE OLD SWITCHEROO 

Just to keep you on your toes ;-), AND to provide the 

best education for our students, we have switched a 

few of our teachers around. Miss Saucier will be the 

lead teacher for Pre-K, while Mrs. Witkop has mi-

grated upstairs to 1st Grade. Miss Brush has moved 

over to 5th grade, while Mrs. Giroux has moved to 

the top as our principal! Mrs. Behrens will return to 

2nd grade, as Mrs. Borsellino takes on the Science 

Lab. We thank all of these wonderful women for their 

flexibility, and look forward to everything they will 

bring to their new positions!   

WELCOME NEW  

TEACHERS 

We are so excited to welcome our new 

teachers for 2018-2019  —  3rd Grade 

Teacher, Christine Millhausen, Kindergar-

ten Teacher, Alanna Tyo, and Music 

Teacher, Jamie Barnum!   All of these 

women bring many years of experience,  

and we look forward to the fresh ideas  

they will bring to our school! 

We look forward to a great year at TCS! 



 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 

Unfortunately, the times we live in are requiring all of us to be more vigi-

lant when it comes to protecting our children.  The Diocese takes this re-

sponsibility very seriously and has a Code of Pastoral Conduct.  This Code 

applies to all employees and volunteers, including, but not limited to, 

room parents, those helping with school parties or driving for field trips.  

Part of this Code is a required background check and Virtus Training for all 

parties who volunteer/work in our school.  IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

TAKING A VIRTUS TRAINING, PLEASE CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE ASAP, 

so we can schedule a class at Trinity.  In addition, please pick up a re-

lease form in the office if you wish to volunteer.  If you do not sign it, you 

will not be able to volunteer in the school.  If you have questions or con-

cerns about these policies, please feel free to contact me.  Thank you for 

your cooperation.    

CURRICULUM NIGHT 

Thursday, September 27, will be Curriculum Night at Trinity.  We will be-

gin with a meeting in the cafeteria at 6:30 followed by 3 sessions sched-

uled for you to visit your children’s classrooms.  Our teachers will be ex-

plaining their classroom procedures and objectives for their students’ in-

struction.  This is a wonderful opportunity for parents to learn more about 

what their children will be learning throughout the year.  It should be 

noted that Curriculum Night is not an evening for parents to conference 

with teachers about their child’s progress.  The evening is designed to 

strengthen the partnerships between parents and teachers; enabling us to 

guarantee each student’s success. 

VISITING SCHOOL 

If you visit school during the day, please report to the office, sign in and 

retrieve a Visitors’ Pass.  It is important that we know who is in the build-

ing.  It is also important that classes are not unnecessarily disturbed.  If 

your child forgot something, you may drop it off in the office.  If you 

would like to eat lunch with your child, you should sign in at the office and 

wait outside the cafeteria for his/her class to come through the lunch line.  

If you wish to speak with a teacher, please make an appointment to ensure 

uninterrupted time.  Teachers are not free to meet after 8:15 in the morn-

ing.  Although classes do not begin until 8:40, teachers are busy tending to 

the children’s individual needs at this time.  If you need to see me, an ap-

pointment will guarantee you my availability and undivided attention.  

Morning prayer begins at 8:40 and as a school community we wish to 

model the importance of prayer for the children.  This means I will not be 

available from 8:35-9:00. 

WHAT’S AN “OLDEST AND ONLY?” 

You may have noticed that sometimes we only send things home with 

your oldest or only child.  This is another way we are “going green.”  If we 

have sent home only one paper, you can feel confident that that one sheet 

applies to all of your children. 
 

 

 

SCHOOL DRESS CODE 

The school dress code is printed in its en-

tirety on our school calendar, but here is a 

thumb nail of that code to keep in mind 

when shopping for clothes. 

   No Cargo Pants. 

   Leggings may be worn under skirts 

or sweaters that would be long enough 

to wear with or without leggings. 

   Skirts should reach as long as the 

end of fingertips. 

   Girls’ shirts or dresses may be 

sleeveless in warm weather, but tank 

tops and spaghetti straps are not per-

mitted. 

   Dress shirts should be polo-style, 

button-up dress shirts or Henley-style t

-shirts. 

   Only appropriate writing and/or pic-

tures on any shirts. 

 

JEAN DAY 

Did you know that JEAN 

DAY, perhaps the most excit-

ing day of each month, oc-

curs the last Friday of every 

month?  Please note, occa-

sionally we ask for a donation to wear 

jeans, as a way to donate to worthy causes.  

October 5 will be a jean day to benefit 

Meals on Wheels. 

 

EXTENDED DAY 

We are so glad we can offer Extended Day 

as a child care option for our families.  Cost 

for this service is $3.00 per student/hour.  If 

you do not sign up for the program on a 

regular basis, you may still use it in an 

emergency.  In such an instance, we ask 

that you call the office, so that Miss       

Mayette and your child may be notified.  

You will also need to leave the name of the 

person who is authorized to pick your child 

up if it is someone other than yourself. 

  

Dress for Success 



CAFÉ TRINITY 

Several years ago the Trinity cafeteria began using the “Nutri-Kids” 

Program (Heartland Payment Systems) for lunch payments. Listed 

below are some helpful tips for using the “Nutri-Kids” Program. 

 If you have a child attending Massena Central, you need to 

set up a separate account with a different email address. 

 For payments made at school, the transaction can take 12-24 

hours for you to view at home. 

 If you choose to pay online:  at the payment window you 

have 2 options — on left a one time credit card payment or on 

right you can pay with Paypal.  You would need to login using 

Paypal account information, NOT, Nutri-Kids login  informa-

tion. 

 If you want to have a low balance alert, under profile you 

need to set balance alert. 
 

Lunches in the cafeteria cost $2.25 and milk is $0.60.  We partici-

pate in the Federal Lunch Program; therefore parents who meet 

the guidelines are eligible to apply for the program.  Please apply 

if you are eligible.  This greatly benefits the school if you par-

ticipate. This information is kept strictly confidential:  your child 

does not need to know that he/she is participating.   

 We will continue our policy regarding charging lunches 

or ala carte items in the cafeteria.  Charges may not exceed $20 

for the school year.  Students with charges of $20 on their ac-

counts will not be able to receive regular menu items for lunch 

until their balance is paid in full.  Students who have the maxi-

mum amount charged on their account will only be served peanut 

butter and jelly sandwiches and milk.   

 Mrs. LaPage has been very busy planning new menu 

items for our children’s tasting pleasure.  We can look forward to 

another year filled with delicious and nutritious lunches. 

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL 

Students who walk to school or who are dropped 

off by parents should not arrive before 8:15.  Since 

there is not classroom supervision until 8:15, stu-

dents who arrive before 8:15 must go to the cafete-

ria for the Before School Program.  Students being 

dropped off by parents between 8:00 and 8:15 will 

be charged $1.00 per day.  Students being dropped 

off prior to 8:00 will be charged the usual fee of 

$3.00. At dismissal time, all parents are asked to 

remain outside the building or in your car.  If the 

hall is crowded with parents, it is extremely difficult 

to keep order during dismissal.  Students in grades 

Pre-K-3rd grades leave by the front door, while 4-6 

grade students leave by the back door in the 4-6 

building (near the 4th grade room). Students who 

have not been picked up by 3:05 will be sent to the 

Extended Day Program. 

     The parking lots are very busy during arrival and 

dismissal time; therefore we ask everyone to be 

considerate.  Please pull all the way to the front of 

the parking lot by the Church.  If you drop stu-

dents off at the cafeteria doors or front doors, 

please do not keep other drivers or buses waiting 

behind you for extended periods of time.  Also, re-

member it is against the law to pass a stopped 

school bus even when it is in the school parking lot. 

For the safety of our students, please           

remember we will close the “convent” drive-

way at the front of the school at 2:45 PM 

each day. 

 

DROP OFF AND PICK UP PROCEDURES 

During morning and afternoon drop off, the only doors that the students will be able to come in and leave through are the 

cafeteria and the front doors that face Main Street.   Beginning at 8:40, ALL doors will be locked.  After that time, everyone 

will be “buzzed in” through the front door in order to enter the school.   At dismissal, all JK-3rd grade children who will be 

picked up by a parent/guardian, will be dismissed out the front door.  Bus children will be dismissed from the cafeteria door.  

For parents/guardians of students in grades 4-6, who park on Highland Avenue, your children will be dismissed at the north 

end of the building. Pre-K students will be dismissed through the front door at 11:00 AM and 3:00 PM. A teacher will be 

bringing the students to the front door. Parents/guardians should kindly wait in the front parking lot for their children. 
 

 



 

Mission Statement 

Trinity Catholic School, in the spirit of the Holy Trinity for which it is named, 

is a learning community rooted in the teachings of the Catholic Church.  

We exist to provide a Christ-centered academic environment that nurtures 

educational excellence and the spiritual growth of all of our  

students. 

Living the Faith 

 We have a deep love for God and neighbor.   

 We believe the Holy Spirit inspires all that we do. 

Achieving Excellence 

 We respond to challenges and pur-

sue continuous improvement. 

 We nurture a love of learning that 

will last a lifetime. 

 We strive for academic growth in 

all  subject areas. 

Promoting Teamwork 

 We communicate honestly, openly and consistently.  

 We work together to achieve common goals with all 

members of our school and parish community. 

Accepting Responsibility 

 We lead through example and are 

accountable for our actions. 

 We believe and promote our 

Catholic values. 

 We affirm good judgment and 

trustworthy behavior. 

Inspiring Leadership 

 We prepare students for leadership and service in 

church and society. 

 We celebrate integrity and seek fair choices. 

 We honor Trinity Catholic School’s tradition of: 

-   Instilling love of God and neighbor. 

-   Giving respect and dignity to others. 

-   Nurturing the growth of the well-rounded child. 

Our teachers spent a lot of time last year revamping our Mission Statement so that it would      

accurately reflect what our goals are for Trinity currently.  Following is our new Mission Statement,  

Please take a moment to read it.  I don’t think any of it will come as a surprise to you, but it helps 

to have our philosophy in black and white, to make it easy for you to reflect on why you send 

your children to TCS. 
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OUR MISSION 



PARENT TEACHER CONNECTION—PTC 

Did you know that when parents are involved at their child’s school, it affects their child’s 

academic progress?  One of the best ways to become involved with TCS is to get involved 

with our Parent Teacher Connection — PTC.  The purpose of our PTC is far more than just 

fundraising. It is the heartbeat of our school and is largely responsible for the positive at-

mosphere we enjoy here at Trinity Catholic.  We depend upon our parents to help run stu-

dent-centered events such as our Halloween Party, Play Day, and Bike Rally.  Yes, it does 

require some investment of time and work; but it is well worth it.  The meetings are upbeat, 

positive, and a lot of fun!   
 

Our first meeting will be held Tuesday, September 11 at 7:00 PM in the Library to discuss the TCS Halloween Party, 

being held on October 27. As you may know, this party is one of the children's (and parents’) favorite events, but it takes 

A LOT of work to put it together. We're looking for a chair and committee to plan the Halloween party (held in the dining 

hall) and also a committee to help with the famed “Haunted Hallway.” If you're interested, please contact our new PTC 

president, Sarah Tsibulsky at 607-382-5878.  Sadly, if we don't have enough volunteer support for these committees by 

September 15, we will not be able to hold the events. 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

In an effort to be more “green,”  we stopped sending the monthly newsletter and monthly calendar home with students sev-

eral years ago. Both can be found each month on our website at TrinityCatholicSchool.net.  “Like” us on FaceBook and you 

will be notified each month when the information is available online, in addition to seeing frequently posted pictures of your 

students.   Please make sure to check the website monthly, since this is how we communicate important events that will be 

happening in our school.  If your family would like a hard copy of the newsletter, menu and calendar, beginning in   

October please return the  slip below to school by Monday, September 17, and we will send it home with your oldest or 

only child. 

Please return this slip to school by Monday, September 17. 

 

Please send us a hard copy of the Trinity newsletter, calendar and menu each month! 
 

Family: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Oldest Student’s Teacher:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL CALENDAR 

I would like to thank all the businesses who sponsored our 2018-2019 Calendar/Parent Handbook and helped offset the 

cost of printing it.  Thank you also to Stubbs Printing for their help in publishing this and especially for printing the beauti-

ful, full-color cover free of charge.  Along with posting important school events, this publication contains Trinity Catholic’s 

mission, philosophy and school policies.  The handbook is updated each year to include any new policies and new listings 

of faculty and staff.   I ask you to read over the handbook carefully; then sign and return the enclosed statement say-

ing you read it.  This will ensure a positive partnership between home and school.  

 


